Virginia Business Education Association

Opening General Session
July 26, 2011
 Virginia Beach Resort Hotel & Conference Center

Sunset/Tradewinds
Virginia Beach, VA

Welcome
The Virginia Business Education Association Annual opening general session began at 6:00 p.m.  President Shellie Hartley welcomed members and guests. 
Presentation of Colors/National Anthem
The Army Color Guard of the Norfolk Recruiting Company presented colors, and Kavan Gillespie sang the National Anthem.
Greetings
Judy Sams, Program Specialist for Business and Information Technology brought greetings from the Virginia Department of Education.

Invocation
VBEA Secretary Sherri Chapman gave the invocation before dinner was served.
Business & Information Technology Program Update
Judith Sams, Business and Information Technology Program Specialist, presented the Business and Information Technology program update.  Beginning with the 2011-12 ninth grade class, every student will need to earn one credit in economics and personal finance by the time they graduate.  A free online Economics and Personal Finance course, which has 161 modules, has been developed and will be delivered through Virtual Virginia.  This on-line course is the only VDOE sponsored course being developed.  Business & Information Technology enrollments were 169,508 for the 2010-2011 school year, the largest in CTE.  W!SE Financial Literacy Certification is the only board approved industry certification available for finance.  Co-operative education students in Business and IT earned over $4.29 million in 2010-2011.  IT Fundamental Training workshops and Keyboarding Methodology workshops are both offered at this conference. The Financial Literacy Summit is scheduled for October 10 in Richmond.  Gordon Creasy has Webinars posted to help explain industry certifications and answer questions on training, testing, and reporting.  He is always available to answer questions via email. 

Announcements/Door Prizes

President Hartley gave a few announcements and door prizes were distributed by Charlene Alexander-Taylor and Betsy Boardwine.

The opening general session was adjourned at 8:14 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Sherri Chapman


Sherri Chapman, VBEA Secretary
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